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In November 2024, a US jury ruled
in favour of Netlist, a company spe-
cialising in computer memory and
storage solutions, ordering Samsung
to pay $118 million in damages for
willfully infringing Netlist’s patented
technology. This follows an earlier
verdict in April 2024, where another
jury found Samsung guilty of similar
patent infringements, awarding $303
million to Netlist. Together, these
penalties amount to $421 million-an
extraordinary sum that could desta-
bilise even the most established or-
ganisations.

In India, the Delhi High Court re-
cently delivered a landmark judg-
ment favoring the plaintiff, Antenna
Inc., in a patent infringement case
against Mobi Antenna Technologies.
The court issued a permanent injunc-
tion against the defendant and or-
dered them to pay damages of USD
26.04 million (INR 216 crores) to
compensate for the plaintiff’s loss of
profits due to the infringement.

Protecting Intellectual Property: A
recent American survey highlights

the substantial financial commitment
of research-based organisations in
the pharmaceutical sector. The an-
nual R&D budget in this industry of-
ten runs into hundreds of millions or
even billions of dollars. The cost of
developing a new drug ranges from
$314 million to $4.46 billion, depend-
ing on the therapeutic area and as-
sumptions used in data modeling.
These figures emphasise the im-
mense investments required in R&D,
making intellectual property (IP) pro-
tection and preemptive strategies es-
sential.

In contrast, R&D expenditures in
non-pharmaceutical sectors are gen-
erally lower. However, extensive
patenting is increasingly common,
posing risks for companies introduc-
ing new processes or products with-
out adequate precautions. A company
might unknowingly infringe on a
competitor’s patent, leading to un-
foreseen and costly litigation. Patent
disputes can result in significant de-
lays, financial losses, and reputa-
tional damage, even when uninten-
tional.

Escalating Costs of Patent Litiga-
tion: The median cost of litigating a

patent lawsuit through trial ranges
from $600,000 for cases with less
than $1 million at stake to $3.625 mil-
lion for cases involving over $25 mil-
lion. Similar trends are observed in
India, where litigation and settlement
costs are substantial.

Sometimes, defendants find them-
selves embroiled in patent litigation
due to unintentional or inadvertent
infringement. In such cases, the de-
fendants are essentially victims, un-

derscoring the need for safeguards to
prevent unnecessary legal disputes.

Tools to Mitigate Patent Infringe-
ment Risks:

Patent Liability Insurance
One effective safeguard against the

financial risks of unintended patent
infringement is patent liability insur-
ance. This insurance, provided by
specialised firms, helps cover legal ex-
penses and damages arising from un-
intentional infringement. While pop-

ular in several countries, its adoption
is steadily growing in India.

Freedom-to-Operate (FTO)
Another cost-effective tool to min-

imise patent infringement risks is a
Freedom-to-Operate (FTO) search.
This process evaluates whether a new
product or process infringes on exist-
ing patents, enabling informed busi-
ness decisions and reducing the likeli-
hood of legal disputes. Many
companies conduct FTO searches be-
fore initiating new R&D projects to
mitigate financial and reputational
risks.

An FTO search involves analyzing
granted and pending patents to form a
techno-legal opinion on whether a
product, process, or service infringes
existing IP rights. These searches can
be conducted using free databases
provided by intellectual property of-
fices, with directories available on the
World Intellectual Property Organi-
zation (WIPO) website.

When Patents Block Freedom to
Operate

If an FTO search reveals conflicting
patents, companies have several op-
tions:

1.Licensing Agreements: Compa-

nies can negotiate in-licensing or pur-
chase patent rights to gain access to
the necessary technology.

2.Patent Pools: Collaborative
agreements among companies in the
same technological field allow shared
access to patents, resolving disputes
and controlling costs, especially for
essential products like medicines.

3.Designing Around: Companies
can modify existing processes or
products to avoid infringement.

Steps to Minimise Litigation Risks:
Regardless of the strategy chosen, it
is crucial for companies to address
patent infringement risks early in the
research and commercialization
process.

Proactive measures such as in-li-
censing, cross-licensing, patent pool-
ing, and designing around can help
avoid future disputes.

A systematic FTO search before
launching a new product is indispens-
able for minimizing infringement
risks. While an FTO search cannot
completely eliminate the possibility
of litigation due to limitations in
patent databases and search exper-
tise, it significantly reduces potential
threats.
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The 1987 Philippine Constitution,
crafted in the aftermath of the 1986
People Power Revolution, was sup-
posed to mark the dawn of a new demo-
cratic era. The ousting of Ferdinand
Marcos Sr., after decades of corruption,
repression, and dynastic rule, was a vic-
tory for the Filipino people, or so they
were told. Yet, the Constitution, sup-
posedly a tool for dismantling the op-
pressive old order, contains a glaring,
unimplemented clause: Article II, Sec-
tion 26, which bans political dynasties.
Nearly four decades later, this promise
remains a cruel joke, the prohibition
nothing more than a symbol of a nation
shackled by its feudal past. Political dy-
nasties thrive unabated, and the Philip-
pines remains trapped in a cycle of oli-
garchy, where power is passed down
like a family heirloom, not earned
through democratic means.The rise of
Corazon Aquino, the “hero” of People
Power, has proven to be a double-edged
sword.

While she restored democracy in
name, she failed to eradicate the dynas-
tic forces that had long plagued the
country. Instead of dismantling the
Marcos empire and the dynasties that
thrived in its wake, Aquino’s presidency
paved the way for a new set of ruling
families to stake their claim on the
throne. The irony is staggering:
Aquino, the symbol of resistance to
Marcos, was unable to disarm the very
forces that helped prop up the dictator-
ship. Her administration’s failure to en-
act meaningful reform paved the way
for the Marcos family’s return to power,
with Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos
Jr.’s rise in 2022 exposing the unyield-
ing grip of dynastic politics, illuminating
the eternal truth behind the words of
José Rizal, a true revolutionary exe-
cuted by the Spanish in Manila: “The
Filipino is not a slave of the Spanish
Government. He is a slave of his own
people.”The Marcoses, who plundered
billions from the nation’s coffers, are

not the only ones to have manipulated
the system to their advantage.

Under Cory Aquino, the promise of
land reform was shattered, epitomised
by the Mendiola Massacre of 1987,
where farmers demanding land reform
were gunned down. The Aquino family,
despite their image as the champions
of democracy, have blood on their
hands, betraying the very people they
claim to defend. The hypocrisy of the
political elite is staggering, with fami-
lies like the Marcoses and the Aquinos
using their histories of violence and
corruption as stepping stones to further
entrench their power. But the Aquino-
Marcos rivalry is only the tip of the ice-
berg. In Mindanao, the Duterte family’s
hold on power predates Rodrigo
Duterte’s presidency, with a history of
death squad killings and iron-fisted
rule. As mayor of Davao City, Duterte
ruled with an iron fist, silencing dissent
and using extrajudicial executions to
rid the streets of perceived enemies.

His presidency, marked by a brutal
war on drugs that left thousands dead,
further entrenched the dynastic sys-
tem, where political power is synony-
mous with violence and impunity.
Duterte’s rise to the highest office in the
land was not a victory for the people,
but for a political family that used pop-
ulist rhetoric to cloak its real agenda:
maintaining a stranglehold on power.

The Macapagal-Arroyo family,
meanwhile, turned corruption into an
art form. Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo’s
presidency was marred by scandal af-
ter scandal—from the “Hello Garci”
election fraud to the NBN-ZTE broad-
band deal, which saw billions in kick-
backs siphoned off to the ruling elite.
Despite the overwhelming evidence of
corruption, she escaped any lasting ac-
countability, a reflection of the Philip-
pines’ toxic political culture where the
powerful are above the law.

Like so many others, she found ways
to use the machinery of the state to pro-
tect her interests.The brutality of the
Philippines’ political system is not just

figurative. The 2009 Maguindanao
Massacre, orchestrated by the Ampat-
uan clan, remains the deadliest attack
on journalists in history. Fifty-eight
people, including 32 journalists, were
slaughtered in cold blood in a bid to
eliminate electoral competition.

And yet, despite the horrific nature
of the crime, justice has been slow and
incomplete, as political dynasties use
their influence to shield themselves
from the consequences of their
actions.In regions like Cebu and Ilocos
Norte, political dynasties such as the
Osmeñas, Garcias, and Fariñases ma-
nipulate elections and use their wealth
to maintain control, treating public of-
fice as their domain. This cycle of vio-
lence and impunity, where the ruling
class prioritises their interests, extends
to the economic realm, with families
like the villagers growing their wealth
through political power. The system
persists due to cultural deference to
family authority, weak institutions, and
pervasive poverty, with voters often co-
erced into supporting the very dynas-
ties that sustain their suffering.

Foreign powers, particularly the
United States, have long been complicit
in this system. During the Marcos era,
the US provided crucial support to a
regime known for its human rights
abuses, all in the name of anti-commu-
nism. This foreign patronage embold-
ened the Marcoses and set a dangerous
precedent for other dynasties, who con-
tinued to seek validation and support
from foreign powers. The interplay be-
tween domestic power struggles and in-
ternational interests further deepens
the fractures within the Philippines, ex-
acerbating the country’s internal divi-
sions.

The Philippines’ educational system,
which fails to foster critical thinking or
civic engagement, ensures that the cycle
of dynastic rule will continue. Schools
produce citizens ill-equipped to chal-
lenge the status quo, while the media,
often co-opted by powerful families,
serves to protect the interests of the

elite. Social media, too, has become a
tool for dynasties to spread propa-
ganda, rehabilitate their tarnished im-
ages, and silence critics.

The current political spectacle cen-
tred around Vice President Sara
Duterte’s public threats against Presi-
dent Marcos, is a stark reminder of how
fragile the Philippines’ democracy truly
is. The alliance between the Marcoses
and the Dutertes, forged during the
2022 election, is now on the brink of
collapse. What once seemed like a part-
nership between the North and south’s
ruling classes has devolved into a bit-
ter feud, exposing the cracks in a politi-
cal system built on corruption, nepo-
tism, and violence.

This is not a battle for the people’s in-
terests, but a struggle for control be-
tween two families, each vying for su-
premacy in a system that has failed its
citizens.This feud is not just political—it
has geopolitical ramifications. Marcos’
pivot towards the US and his opposi-
tion to China’s claims in the South
China Sea have reignited regional ten-
sions, while Duterte’s pro-China stance
during his presidency deepened divides
within the Filipino elite.

This divergence in foreign policy has
intensified the rift between the Marcos
and Duterte families, as they seek to
align themselves with opposing global
powers.

The Philippines, caught between
these imperial rivalries, faces not only
internal political decay but external
pressures that threaten to destabilise
the nation further.As the midterm elec-
tions approach, this dynastic battle
threatens to unravel whatever sem-
blance of governance remains. Marcos
seeks to consolidate power, while Sara
Duterte faces the looming threat of im-
peachment. Yet, the Duterte family’s
influence, particularly in Mindanao,
ensures that this battle will not stay
within the confines of parliament. The
streets could erupt, worsening societal
divides.
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The mandir-masjid dispute in
Sambhal, UP, is unraveling many
new stories of misuse of power
and violations of law being taken
as routine by the self styled elite.
The case to the point is of the
Samajwadi Party MP Zia Ur
Rehman Barq, whose massive
mansion in the town was being
run on stolen electricity for years.
The expose has left the UP Power
Department slap a fine of Rs 1.91
crore on him. Used to a certain
way of dealing with their political
power, the MPs father even
threatened the duty-bound
employees of consequences after
a change of government in the
future. What kind of culture of
public life Zia ur Reman Barq was
trying to set up by becoming a
electricity stealer. Also, how long
can Samajwadi party condone
such acts in the name of minority
support? It seems the family had
tempered with the meters to
ensure they pay no fees for con-
sumption of electricity. Such
criminal activities and that too by
a man who is a Member of
Parliament and is expected to
make laws is brazen and shame-
ful.

DHARAVI MAKEOVER
Dahravi, Asia’s biggest slum is
will soon get a massive makeover
and expansion. All the residents
would move into their houses to
make it their homer. Dahravi res-
idents will get their houses in
multistory Apartments. Dahravi
should not remain a symbol of
poverty. Instead it should become
a role model for developing coun-
tries to emulate. Hiding Daravi
was never an option. Instead of
the inmates crying over poverty,
they put up as braver face and
embraced life with positivity and
hard work. Today Dahravi is a
major manufacturing hub and
several NGOs are working with
the communities there. Dahravi
residents are chivalrous and
ambitious people. They have cre-
ated many success stories and are
productive people, The least gov-
ernment can do for them is to
improve their living conditions.
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I am well and truly surprised that good
people don’t turn to God more actively
than doing some rituals, going to a reli-
gious place participating in some festivals,
etc. They probably are not realising what
they are missing. God is ever so keen to
take us in His team. He needs lots of us ei-
ther to act as His ‘nimitta’ (instrument) as
Arjuna was for a specific purpose or just
be active mediums. Good people are best
placed to be mediums for God’s bounties to
be given to other good people.They form
the bulk of people, who support the working
of the Creation. And they are amply re-
warded for their ‘karmas” (acts). For ex-
ample, farmers are crucial for keeping hu-
manity well-fed. Teachers are crucial for
educating the masses.

Parents keep the Creation going by giv-
ing birth to children and then rearing them
till they can be useful citizens. Doctors look
after the health of people. Workers take the
load of manual requirements of humanity.
Good officers fulfil the administrative re-
quirements of our societies. Priests enable
us to be in contact with God. I can go on
with policemen, shopkeepers, bankers, etc.
They all benefit by doing so.Why aren’t
these actively pursuing a good connection
with God? They can gain much more.

The first reason has to be a lack of faith
due to widespread ignorance. The com-
mon man, even the educated class, is hope-
lessly unaware of all the benefits one can
gain by taking shelter from God, who owns
everything. We get attracted to the richest,
the most powerful, the very famous, etc.,
but ignore the real owner of all, omnipo-
tent, omniscient and omnipresent God. To
top it all, God controls everything. The

richest normally try to accumulate more,
and many have some money to give to
charity, but God has everything to give;
you just have to become deserving.

The second reason has to be the overin-
flated ego of practically everyone. It is
hard to accept that God is too big to com-
prehend and we are too small to accept.
But that is reality. By closing our eyes like a
duck we don’t do ourselves any favour.

And we remain sitting ducks against
‘karmaphalas’, which surely manifest and
cause havoc in the lives of all, barring a
few, who have taken shelter in God.The
third reason is keeping poor company.

Who do we like to spend time with?
Those who criticise one and all and who
can tell jokes of the kind you know. Public
image is another handicap. Only the losers
turn to God. We don’t have to; we will
manage. Surely, this management ends in
painful death only. Devotees of God and
their lives on a high and are assured of bet-
ter birth also. Then spiritual activities do
not enthuse; they appear so childish. We
would rather be grown-ups and be sub-
servient to fellow beings, who are likely to
exploit us as much as possible. So we don’t
get started and lose out.

This article is an open invitation to fence
sitters if they chance to read it. I will cite a
few amazing benefits if one does that.
There will be great cleaning of the self both
internally and externally. Such are the
powers of spiritual activities. One will be-
come dutiful and most likely begin to live
by dharma. One will not limit oneself just to
knowing spiritual truths but will also im-
plement them in life. If a painter knows
how to paint and does not paint, what is he
or she likely to gain? The Creation has been
designed to smoothen the lives of devotees.
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